
 

Orcas Island 4 th  of July Farmersõ Market 

Our hard-working Vice 

President, Denise Wilk, 

recently wrote a grant 

request for KOPL and as 

a result we have been 

given $1,800 to use for 

museum and traveling 

Keepers' displays by 

Lighthouse Environ-

mental Programs.  

Thank-you, Denise, 

 Way to Go! 

Keepers of the Patos 

Light  

Board of Directors  

 

Co-Presidents : 

Linda Hudson and 

Carla Chalker 

Vice-President : 

Denise Wilk 

Treasurer : 

Open 

Secretary : 

Open 

Historian : 

Dawn Alexander 

Newsletter Editor : 

Patty Ware 

Members -at -Large: 

Sandy Evans 

Diane Briggs 

Wendell Stockdale 

Larry Myhre 

Nicole OõNeil 

BLM Liaison:  

Nick Teague 

KOPL, working in conjunction with 

the BLM and Washington State 

Parks, will be  offering a week 

long volunteer Working Holiday 

this summer, from August 9th 

through the 15th. An intrepid 

group of 5-6 docent/volunteers 

will be camping out on Patos Is-

land in space # 7éa campsite we 

all call òThe Most Beautiful Camp-

site In The Worldó.  

Nick Teague, of the BLM, will keep us all 

very busy (as usual!) clearing trails and 

removing invasive plants. A complete 

round-island beach clean-up is planned. 

In addition, we will greet visitors and tell 

them about the history of Patos Island, 

the lighthouse and our mission at Keep-

ers of the Patos Light. And hopefully, we 

will sign up some new members as well! 

Linda Hudson 

Special points of interest: 

¶ KOPL members:  70 

¶ Membership drive, goal of 

101 by August 2009 

¶ 101st Birthday Party 

planned for Aug, 15th 2009 

Linda and I set up a KOPL booth at the Farmersõ Market on Orcas Island for the 

4th of July. We were joined by fellow KOPL board member Nicole OõNeill. 

It was a beautiful day and we met a lot of friendly people, quite a number who 

have been to Patos, some a 

number of times. Everyone 

we talked to was excited 

about the restoration work 

done on the lighthouse and 

about the plans we have for 

the future. Many had read 

òThe Light on the Islandó and 

were delighted to hear about 

the proposed interpretive trail 

marking different locations 

written about in the book. A 

lot of people took brochures 

and expressed interest in the 
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First Ever KOPL Working Holiday Week! 

newsletter, so we got quite a few email addresses, 

as well.  

I spoke with one lady who had spent summers on 

Patos when she was 8 or 9 years old, in the mid 

50õs. She gave us the name of a Coast Guard light 

keeper from 1954 until 1956, Speed Schultz. More 

pieces to the puzzle! 

We exchanged phone numbers and email addresses 

and we hope to get stories and pictures from her to 

add to the museum. 

In addition to the many people we spoke to, we also 

made a lot of sales! We sold a number of T-shirts, 

mugs, magnets and buck-a-ducks. One lady bought 

14 ducks (patos)! So, it turned out to be a very enjoy-

able and productive day.                      Carla Chalker 

Come one, come all, by sail, row, or swim, to our Light-

house's 101st birthday on Saturday, August 15th! There 

will be cake, celebration and silly hats, as we gather in-

side to sing "Happy Birthday" to our newly spiffed up 

Lady.  If you do not have a boat or don't care to swim 

that far, Paraclete Charters of Anacortes is offering a 

special sailing to Patos Island on our day.   

Call 1-800-808-2999   for reservations. 

Come and celebrate with us! 



Plants  

Red Clover  

White Prairie Clover 

Honeysuckle 

Pine drops 
Nicole OõNeil worked on an environ-

mental study project 

from June 17th to 

June 29th, 2009.  

Her preliminary find-

ings include the flora 

and fauna  listed 

here.  This is a great 

beginning.  Our 

thanks go to Nicole 

for her dedication to 

Patos Island.       

Patty Ware 
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their thoughts on the book. 

    *The couple that moved 

here last year. They travel 

with their òLighthouse Pass-

bookó all over the country 

and the wife has always 

wanted to get a Lighthouse 

vehicle plate.   Linda ex-

plained that a percentage 

of the proceeds go back to 

help preserve the light-

houses in Washington 

State.  The husband left the 

booth convinced that they 

needed a lighthouse vehicle 

plate. The wife whispered 

"Thank You". 

   *The great-great granddaugh-

ter of Roy Glidden, who lost his 

leg while the Gliddens lived on the island.  

Konnie Kleparek and her younger sister 

are interested in volunteering on the is-

land, and hopefully obtaining more histori-

cal information about the island from 

their mom. 

 *KOPL member's Jim and Carole O'Hearn 

stopped by and were very glad to see us 

there.  They look forward to visiting the 

island in their new "Bar" Tender boat that 

Jim is building.  Also, Jim offered to sell 

our KOPL products at his booth next year. 

   *The most exciting highlight for me 

happened while Linda was taking a  

"Wo"manning the booth:  Linda Hudson 

and Dawn Alexander.  The weekend 

weather:  perfect!   

We set up the booth / table with our new 

Patos Light Keeper's banner, picture 

boards with photos of the lighthouse 

renovation and the volunteer work that 

has been accomplished.  We had copies 

of old and new articles of the is-

land.  Linda brought The Light on the Is-

land book, word puzzles and color pages 

for the kids, along with brochures/

information on the "Lighthouse" vehicle 

license plates. 

Our booth was shared with the TPLH (Turn 

Point Lighthouse) people, Margaret and 

Mike.  Our goal was to make people 

aware of Patos Island, the lighthouse, 

volunteer programs, and what our plans 

are for the future.  Basically, we were 

outreaching to everyone who would listen 

and had an interest.  We spoke to about 

50 people.  We set up a book for every-

one to sign in with their contact informa-

tion and their area of interest. 

Highlights of the weekend:  

    *The three young girls who had all 

read "The Light on the Island".  Their best 

friend was the daughter of Michael D. 

McCloskey the publisher who wrote the 

foreword and postscript for the 50th Anni-

versary Edition of the book.  They were all 

very excited to visit with us and share 

òI am really excited to be working with Keepers of the Patos Light.  There is so 

much to share and I know the visitors really appreciate what we are doing ó  

Denise W.  

Dawn and Linda greeting visitors and providing 

information about Patos Island and KOPL.  

Dreamy waters of Active Cove, Patos Island 

break. A  woman came up to the booth and 

mentioned that she once lived on Patos 

from the mid 1950's to 1960, which is the 

same time period that I lived there.  I was 

reunited with Sharon Henderson and her 

husband Ray who served in the Coast 

Guard with my Dad. She has many pictures 

of all of them together.  Contact informa-

tion was exchanged and I look forward to 

piecing some of the missing names and 

faces together.  We look forward to continu-

ing our outreach and seeing the enthusi-

asm in everyone we touch regarding 

our special Patos Island.   

 Dawn Alexander 

Patos Island Project  

Tiger lily 

ôHarryõ Honeysuckle 

Rattlesnake Plantain 

Golden Yarrow 

Common Yarrow 

Nodding Onion 

ôChocolate Lilyõ 

Elegant Rein Orchid 

Old Manõs Beard 

Beach Strawberry 

Iris (Common Purple?) 

Camas (blue/great) 

Harvest Bropiaea 

Hookers Onion 

False Lily of the Valley 

False Solomonõs Seal 

Fireweed 

Elegant Habanera 

Curly cup Gum weed 

Sword fern 

Cats ear 

Sphagnum Moss 

Lichen (various) 

Dom. white carrot(?) 

Salmonberries 

Thimble Berries 

Salal 

Evergreen Blackberry 

Himalayan Blackberry 

Creeping Blackberry 

Nootka Rose 

Bald hipõ Rose 

Indian Pipe 

Licorice Fern 

Lady-fern 

Umbilicaria 

Red Huckleberry (?) 

California Poppy 

Climbing Nightshade 

Salsify 

Ocean Spray 

Service-berry 

Black Cap 

Common Vetch 

Devils Club 

Salmonberry 

Bracken 

Dryads Saddle 

Shooting Stars 

(continued on page 4) 

Flora and Fauna List Compiled by Nicole OôNeil 

Keepers of the Patos Light  



Destination:  Patos Island  

Keepers of the Patos Light  

We had a terrific group on April 

18 th for our Second Annual Earth/

Arbor Day work party on Patos 

Island. 

 Our group included:  

Edrie Vinson, Connie Holz, Kevin 

Loftus, Dawn and Kenny Alexan-

der, Linda Barton, Wendell Stock-

dale, Steve (our boat captain and 

State Parks Ranger), Nick Teague 

and, of course, me. Even though 

Denise was unable to go, she was with us 

in spirit.  Denise was busy working on her 

boat the "Pelican", but she kindly met us 

at the Orcas dock and provided her van 

for the cross-island transportation.   We 

got off on a bright and early start for the 

trip over to Patos. The day was very good; 

a little sun and little cloud cover, and 

hooray! no rain. 

 Once we unloaded  the rakes, weed eat-

ers and garbage bags, we all did a thor-

ough clean up of  the camp sites. Then we 

headed out on the loop trail and weed-

whipped and cleared about one third of 

the trail before it was time to lunch at the 

lighthouse. 
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KOPL 2nd Annual Earth/Arbor Day Event  

Patos Island Lighthouse out on Alden 

Point.  As we came closer, I could see 

her grand new paint job, and her red 

roof glowed in the morning sun. From 

the air, we could see the old paths and 

foundations of buildings that are no 

longer on the Point.  

Our pilot circled around the lighthouse, 

with me snapping pictures all the while. 

He then headed to òToe Pointó, on the 

eastern end of the island. I was then 

able to take pictures of the entire island 

with Active Cove, Little Patos and the 

lighthouse in the distance. 

As co-president of Keepers of the Patos 

Light, our flight over Patos Island and 

the lighthouse was certainly a dream 

come true for me!        Linda Hudson 

A few weeks ago I "won" a flight over the 

San Juan Islands in a silent auction. Last 

week, my husband and I were lucky 

enough to find ourselves up in the air on  

one of the most beautiful days of the 

year. First we flew over our farm on Lopez 

Island and then we headed over to Patos 

Island for a circle-round. 

As we flew north over Orcas Island, I could 

see Patos Island in the distance. There, 

on the western side, was the beautiful 

"Taking a break on the loop trail " 

Nick opened the lighthouse so that all of us 

could see last summer's beautiful renova-

tion from the inside.  Visitors started show-

ing up immediately to ooh and aah along 

side of us. 

We had 16 visitors that day and I handed 

out KOPL cards and bookmarks and ex-

plained our mission at Keepers of the Patos 

Light. 

After lunch, we all worked on the sidewalk 

up to the lighthouse and cleared around the 

landmarks such as the flagpole area and 

water tower bases. 

Our very own Lighthouse Kid, Dawn Alexan-

der, and I went on a little walkabout and 

she located the base for her old teeter-

totter and swing tree. Then we went down 

on the beach and Dawn identified bits and 

pieces from the old boathouse area. It was 

a special day for Dawn, indeed.  

Aerial view of Patos Lighthouse & Alden Point  

Flying Over Patos Island  

 A dream come true  

At 3:00, we loaded up the boat and headed 

back to Orcas after a day of fun and accom-

plishment. Another successful day of volun-

teering on Patos Island. 

Thanks everyone!!!!!!  Linda Hudson 

Our Lighthouse Kid �³Dawn Alexander  

Waiting for the boat after a hardworking day  


