
On August 15th, the Keepers of the Patos Light hosted a birthday party celebrating the 101st year of the 

Patos Light Station's light tower. Our special guests for this event were Bill LaVergne and Clarence òTó 

and Elaine  Titterington and their families. Bill and "T" were Coast Guard men stationed on Patos in the 

1950's, and we all enjoyed hearing stories of their life on "our" island.  Besides Ted Schlund, represent-

ing our friends from Washington State Parks, and our BLM guru Nick Teague, 

also joining us was our own "island girl" and Keeper's Historian, Dawn Alexan-

der. Dawn's father, Dale Nelson, was OIC on Patos in the 50's and she was 

lucky enough to spend part of her childhood on the island.  Ray & Sharon Hen-

derson, also in attendance with Dawn, were stationed on the island and worked 

with Dale.   Dawn Alexander and Denise Wilk, KOPL Vice-President provided the 

birthday cakes for our party; thanks to both. 

All in all, including our special guests, Keeper's members, and lots of visitors, 

we had 40-50 people to help us celebrate. And, as so often happens when 

meeting new people 

with an interest in 

Patos, we were pro-

vided with another 

piece of the Patos 

puzzle. We learned 

that there was a miss-

ing chapter to our favorite book, Helene Glid-

den's The Light on the Island. It seems the origi-

nal publisher did not include the chapter, as they 

felt it was not "appropriate". We contacted the 

Lummi Island Library and they very kindly pro-

vided us with a copy of the missing chapter and 

a letter from Helene to her publisher regarding it. 

I believe there are plans in place to include this 

chapter in the next publication of "our" book. 

Thanks to all the Keeper's board members and 

members who helped make this a day enjoyed 

by all. I look forward to seeing old friends, and 

meeting new ones, in the coming year.  

 Carla Chalker 
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Beautiful day for a birthday party on beautiful Patos Island 
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August sunset, Patos Island Lighthouse 
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Pirate camp overlooking Active Cove: Carla, Sandy and Parvin  

Working Pirate Gals Invade Patos Island! 

On August 8th, Keepersõ Board members, (aka, Pirate Gals), Patty 

Ware, Sandy Evans, Carla Chalker, myself and uber KOPL member, 

Parvin Baharloo, set up camp on Patos Island for our first ever KOPL 

Working Holiday. During our week stay we accomplished an amazing 

amount of work, plus monitoring island activities and outreaching to 

visitors. 

Our crew did a complete clean-up around the island  beaches and 

bagged 17 bags of garbage. On our beach watches, we also took GPS 

readings on creosote logs and other large pieces of refuse too big to 

drag back to Active Cove for later State Park pick-up. 

Other accomplishments included sawing through all of the downed 

logs on the Loop Trail, weed whipping around all the historical sites, 

sweeping and cleaning the entire trail to the Lighthouse, cleaning and 

spiffing up the beach kiosk, attacking the ever present blackberries, 

(next year we will bring goats!!!!) campsite clean-ups and cleaning and 

stocking the outhouses. 

In addition, we talked to and handed out KOPL pamphlets to 

around 50 island visitors during the week. The visitors often had 

more to tell us than we had to tell them. So much information is 

out there, just waiting to be gathered. 

Our week wasnõt all work and no play however. We played cards, 

looked for artifacts and beach glass, played at being Pirates, had 

little nibbles of Parvinõs amazing cooking (she is to be our cook 

next year!) and, every night, we all marveled at the gorgeous Pa-

tos Island sunsets off of Alden Point. 
 

Our week ended most wonderfully, with all of us being able to 

greet the visitors arriving for our Lighthouseõs 101st Party, where a 

thoroughly good time was had by all!           Linda Hudson 

This past summer KOPL received an email from Barbara Miller letting 

us know she had a little treasure for our museum.  The Newport Senior 

Center in Newport, Oregon had 2 small lighthouse decorations.   

Amazingly, on the bottom of each, on a small strip of paper, is typed 

òSAT. NOV. 25, 1899-KATHRYN MARGARET MAHLER (WHITE) WAS 

BORN AT PATOS ISLAND, WA U.S. LIGHTHOUSEó.  No one at the Senior 

Center has any idea where they came from or who left them. 

All we know from our information is that Harry D. Mahler was the first 

referenced light keeper on Patos Island.  He served from August 2, 1893 to July 

1903.   

The Newport Senior Center has donated this lighthouse replica to our future mu-

seum.  Barbara reminded us that Newport, Oregon also has a beautiful lighthouse 

of its own.  Thank you Newport Senior Center for this piece of history.   

Dawn Alexander 

A Little Lighthouse for our Future Museum 

Patos Island PiratesñCarla, Sandy, Nicole, Parvin, Patty & Linda 
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Patos Protectors  
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Once again this summer I returned to Patos Island and all of the wonderful memo-

ries.  My heart and dreams had been filled with images of it in the eight months 

that I had been away.  There is something restorative about Patos, anyone who 

has been there once knows exactly what I am talking about.  It is why families 

have been visiting for forty years, or sailors have been dropping anchor in Blanch-

ard Bay.  It is from these visitors that I have learned all sorts of new and exciting 

things about our little island.  One rainy day, while sitting in my camp reading 

some classic H. D. Thoreau, one such visitor came rambling through the woods 

and sat underneath the relative dryness of my tarp.  As it always happens over 

warm cups of coffee or around campfires, stories are told.  Some bearing a ring of 

truth and others only capable of being a product of the San Juan Islands.  His 

story, whether it has any ring of truth to it or not, adds to the overall character of 

Patos Island.  Supposedly, back in the days of Francisco de Eliza and the Spanish 

explorers that discovered the San Juan Islands, a ship was traveling by this small 

little island off in the distance.  A fierce storm kicked up and they sought refuge in 

a small bay on the 

eastern end of the 

island protected 

from the weather.  It 

was there that one 

of the explorers 

looked across the 

bay and saw a small 

sandstone forma-

tion resembling a 

duck  òPATOS!ó he 

exclaimed, and 

from then on the 

little island of ref-

uge became known 

as our little Patos 

Island.   

Nicole 0óNeil 

After joining a work party on Patos Island in 

August, 2008, Bill Adair felt inspired to help 

our organization preserve the lighthouse. 

When he got home to California, he designed 

and created a birdhouse in the shape of our 

lighthouse--complete with working light! This 

birdhouse is sure to help your favorite feath-

ered friends navigate safely and stylishly 

through any storm in your garden. We now 

have the Patos Light birdhouses and other 

handmade lighthouse merchandise from Bill 

for sale at The Sea Shanty on Orcas island. 

All profits from these items go directly to 

KOPL. Contact Denise Wilk (360) 376-6566 

if you would like to own one of these fantas-

tic birdhouses.  And donõt forget about Patos 

T-shirts and mugs, they make great Holiday 

gifts, shipping available. 

Need a Birdhouse?  

Photo by  Patty  

The Patos Island Protectors were busy, 24/7, Monday-Friday 

the third week of August.  Three hearty, trail-blazing women, 

Carolyn Baldwin, Barbara Carver and Leora Willis, roughed it 

for five days on Patos Island.   We found and clipped many 

blackberries that were encroaching the Patos paths to the 

light house.  We Protectors were diligent about our sea-star 

counts, our incredible meals cooked over an open fire, our 

wine and coffee, our opportunities to paint, stitch, read, draw, 

play cards, laugh, talk, and cry.  Our hardships included warm 

sun-showers while camouflaged only by madrona bushes and 

having to sleep in small tents under billions of stars.   We 

know that women not as hearty as us would have trouble with 

this important assignment...as protectors of this lovely, but 

isolated island, so be assured that we would all be willing to 

take on this task once again.  Patos Protectors 

Leora Willis 

Leora & Barbara roughing it on Patos 

Photo by Carolyn 

Fireside Chat with Nicole  


