
In July, Keepers of the Patos Light hosted members of the San Juan 
Native Plant Society for a day trip to Patos Island. Society members 
were like kids in a candy shop as they dispersed across the island, 
plant guides in hand and cameras at the ready.  
 

Over 100 plant species were identified on our tiny little island, in-
cluding four native orchids. In addition, slime molds and fungi were 
documented, and Big Trees were measured. Patos Island is one of 
the few San Juan 
Islands that has 
never been 
logged, so the 
trees are mighty 
big up there.  
 

One rare species 
reported to be 
(only) on Patos 
Island is still in 

dispute. Plant guides have identi-
fied the Oak Fern as reported to 
be on the island, but some society 
members are not so sure.  We 
guess the jury is still out on this. 

Special points of interest: 

¶ KOPL members:  91 

¶ Sound Waters      
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San Juan Native Plant Society checks 

out orchid species near  Patos Light-

house. 
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New KOPL Docent Program a Shining Success! 

Being a Patos Island Lighthouse Docent is both a 

responsibility and a pleasure. The Lighthouse visi-

tors often tell us more that we tell them. Everyone 

has been so delighted to be able to be inside the 

Lighthouse to hear stories and see pictures of the 

bygone days at the Patos Island Light Station.  

Here is some of what our Docents had to say about 

their experiences last summer: 
 

Parveneh and Pardis Baharloo from Dubai wrote in 

the guestbook: 

òWe had a great experience spending the week on 

this lovely island. We would like to thank you all for 

making this happenó 
 

Sandy Evans, of Tulalip, says that she loves coming 

to Patos almost more than anywhere else: 

òOur docent weekend included Keeper Carla and 

my daughter Maranda, a student visiting from Tai-

wan. Remarkably, even though it rained on Satur-

day, we still had visitors, and things cleared up on 

Sunday capping a perfect weekend with more visi-

tors, sunshine and fair skies.ó 
 

Russell Barsh, Lopez Island, comments: 

òIf I were to summarize my impressions of our 

weekend on Patos (apart from the wind storm and 

drenching rain--which we're used to, albeit rarely in 

so beautiful a setting) it would be: "An exceptional 

opportunity to explore the history, geology and ecol-

ogy of one of the most unusual San Juan Islands--

and share the island's treasures with a fascinating 

and unpredictable parade of visitors." 

                Continued on next page 

What do a teenager and her mom visiting from 

Dubai, two teachers, a tax accountant, a librar-

ian, an amateur astronomer, a court reporter, a 

medical writer, a botanist, zoologist, and an ar-

chitect all have in common? They are all Patos 

Lighthouse Docents! 
 

Our Patos lighthouse docent program started off 

with great anticipation in July this summer, with 

an overnight campout and two Lighthouse open 

days. We continued the docent camp-outs to 

cover about every other weekend through Labor 

Day. In addition, six of us spent the week of Au-

gust 16th to the 21st camping on Patos Island.  

Not only did we open the Lighthouse that week, 

our crew also did campground cleanup, trail 

work and blackberry control.  
 

At the end of our summer, we counted up the 

number of visitors that we welcomed into the 

Lighthouse. Amazingly, that number amounted 

to 224éthatõs pretty good for an outer island, 

accessible only by boat. We are all patting our-

selves on our backs for a job well done. 
 

We are ever grateful to the Bureau of Land Man-

agement, Spokane District, who administers Pa-

tos Island, and the Washington State Park rang-

ers who take us out to Patos so that we can 

open the Lighthouse to the public. Working with 

the staff of both of these organizations has been 

a pleasure and we certainly couldnõt have done 

it without them. 
 

Orcas circled Patos Island 3 

times on our first day of Do-

cent weekñWhat a fantastic 

greeting. 

New KOPL Docent Program a Shining Success! 
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Diane Briggs of Walla Walla says,  

"The Patos Island experience was wonderful - from 

the great food and company, to the Orca whale 

show and the lighthouse. I am so glad to be a part 

of such a wonderful group and organization. Keep 

me on the docent list!" 

 

Megan Cook of Lake Stevens emails: 

 òThe weekend that I was privileged to spend as a 

docent at the Patos Island lighthouse was inter-

esting, busy, fun and relaxing. Interesting and fun 

in the variety of people who come to visit during 

the lighthouse open hours, busy, because you can 

hike the trails that cover half of the island and re-

laxing, because when the day is done, you can sit 

near the lighthouse to admire the gorgeous sun-

set in the western sky.ó 

Patty Ware, of Ashland, Oregon, writes: 

I participate in several volunteer vacations every 

summer, but the one I enjoy most is spending a 

week on beautiful Patos Island.  The peace I feel as 

I am cleaning the beach or brushing back the trail 

is unattainable anywhere else. 

This year was remarkable with the sighting of the 

orcas, the screaming of the eagles, and the whoop-

ing of the Great Blue Heron at night.  All I can say is 

òit doesnõt get any better than thisó. 

 

 Beverly Zapalac of Lopez offers her thoughts:               

òHave you ever had a mouse run across your fore-

head? Theyõre very lightweight, you know. But still a 

bit disconcerting when youõre are just about to fall 

asleep! Following that incident, I would definitely 

recommend camping in a tent instead of the sleep-

ing-out-under-the-stars routine that I 

was following. Still, itõs easy to dismiss 

such an episode when you are privi-

leged to enjoy Patos Islandsõ gorgeous 

trees, beautiful cove and incomparable 

sunsets. 

But thatõs not it, by any means. Some 

of the nicest and most interesting peo-

ple make their way out to the Light-

house. I felt that a mouse making a 

trail across my head all night long was 

a small price to pay for getting to know 

the guests who visit this little gem of a 

lighthouse. 

I am ready to go back.ó 

If you would like to train to be a Patos Lighthouse Docent or 

for more information on the Keepers of the Patos Light     

Docent Program: email: patoslightkeepers@hotmail.com, 

write: KOPL, PO Box 518, Lopez Island, WA or                  

call: 360-468-3518 

Docents relaxing after a hard dayõs 

work on Patos Island  

mailto:patoslightkeepers@hotmail.com
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on with Ranger Billy to see the lime kilns, while the rest 

went with Ranger Ted to see the rangersõ houses, which 

were built the same time as the lighthouse.  

 

The day turned out to be a great success and we would 

like to thank all who attended and helped to make it so.  

We hope that this will become an annual event, where 

we can all learn from each other and offer encourage-

ment and advice in the pursuit of our missions. 

On Nov. 6th, KOPL hosted the first Lighthouses of the 

Salish Sea Conference.  The conference is the brain-

child of KOPLõs Denise Wilk and we think it is a great 

idea. Our intentions are to gather in the spirit of net-

working, sharing, inspiration, co-operation, and collabo-

ration. 

 

Each of the two established lighthouse groups; KOPL 

and Turn Point Lighthouse Preservation Society, as well 

as, Rangers Billy Hoppe and Ted Schlund from Lime 

Kiln State Park, gave presentations.  Also presenting 

was Kitty McKoon-Hennick from the Northwest Schoo-

ner Society which has just obtained Burrows Island 

Light Station.  Neither Lime Kiln nor Cattle Point Light-

houses currently have an established friends group.  

We hope that will soon change. 

 

After the presentations and a brief discussion, we all 

went to Lime Kiln State Park where Ranger Billy gave us 

a tour of the lighthouse.  Afterwards, some of us went 

Lighthouses of the Salish Sea Conference 

Salish 

Sea Con-

ference 

atten-

dees 

Tour the 

Lime Kiln 

Light-

house 

In June, I attended Washington Lightkeepersõ Associa-

tionõs Lightkeepers Reunion in Silverdale, Washington. 

About 75 former Lightkeepers and their families at-

tended. 
 

Our own Patos Lighthouse was well represented by for-

mer lightkeepers, òPatosó Bill LaVergne and Clarence, 

òTeeó, Titterington and his wife, Elaine. All three were 

mere youngsters (20 years old?) when they were sta-

tioned on Patos Island to òmanó the light station. Tee 

and Elaine spent their honeymoon there! 
 

It was great to see them again and to hear the stories of 

lightkeepers from the other northwest lights as well, 

including our sister station, Turn Point, on Stuart Island. 

After the get together, most of the attendees drove up 

to an open house at Point-No-Point light station near 

Hansville, Washington. 
 

It was a great day filled with memories for the Keepers 

of the Past. Our own òPatosó Bill sums it up in an email: 

òThe meeting in Silverdale went very well.  And the Pa-

tos birdhouses are so cute.  My daughter really enjoyed 

herself.  Having òTeeó and Elaine there was great.  Our 

visit down to the lighthouse (Point No Point) was a real 

treat since the workings of the lighthouse are still in-

tact.  It all brought back so many memories of my years 

on Patos Island.  Thank you all for such a special day. ò 

Patos Bill                                         By Linda Hudson 

Light Keepers Unite! Patos 

Bill, 

òTeeó & 

Elaine 

Tittering-

ton, and 

Linda 

Hudson 

having 

fun at 

the Light-

keepers 

Reunion 
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 On Aug. 21st a historic gathering of multi generations 

of Gliddens and Durgans toured the newly restored 

lighthouse on Patos Island.  Only the local Durgan fam-

ily had been on the island before and none had ever 

been inside the lighthouse.   Joseph Glidden, Helene's 

youngest son thoroughly enjoyed his first trip to the 

island of his famous motherõs book, "Light on the Is-

landó.  

Some family members from Alaska met local family 

members for the first time during this emotional, excit-

ing trip for this historic family.   It was an honor for 

KOPL to participate in this reunion and much of the 

credit goes to Denise Wilk, VP of KOPL, who helped 

Starla Baskett, Heleneõs great-niece organize this 

event. 

KOPL docents were at the lighthouse to meet the reun-

ion members and provide them with a tour of the light-

house as well as serve snacks and cake.  Lots of 

touching stories were shared and new friendships cre-

ated 

Helene Glidden ôs cover from the 

original  òTHE LIGHT ON THE ISLANDó 

Glidden/Durgan Family Reunion 

 on Patos Island 

Heleneõs youngest son, Joseph Glidden and niece, Starla 

enjoying  their family reunion held for the first time on Pa-

tos Island which is the background for this wonderful novel. 

Glidden and Durgan family members meet on Patos Island; 

home of Helene (Durgan) Glidden, as a child. 

We sincerely appreciate all the effort that went into 

making this a memorable event for all. 


